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Education and Occupational field  
She graduated in Psychology in 2002 (110/110 cum laude). She obtained the title of Ph.D. in 2008 
in “Pro-sociality, innovation and collective efficacy in educational and organizational contexts” at the 
Interuniversity Centre for Research in the Genesis and Development of Prosocial and Antisocial 
Motivations (CIRGMPA), “Sapienza” University of Rome. She is a researcher since 2011 in 
Developmental and Education Psychology (sector: M-PSI/04) at the Department of Psychology, 

University of Campania "L. Vanvitelli". On April 2017, She obtained the National Scientific 
Habilitation for the role of Associate Professor. She is Associate Professor since January 2019. 
 
Prizes and awards 
Best Poster Award. She is co-author of the poster “Intergenerational continuity of parental 
acceptance and rejection and adolescent adjustment across three generations”, authors: Miranda, 
M. C., Esposito, C., Affuso, G., Aquilar, S., Senese, V. P., & Bacchini, D. (2015), awarded as the 
best poster of 17th ECDP. Braga, Portugal, 8-12 September 2015 
Grant in Regional Project (2010), Attitudes about bullying in the schools and its relationship with 

the context, school climate, school performance and culture of legality, funded by the Department 
of Psychology and Local Educational Office (Campania Region) 
Grant in PRIN 2007, The influence of personal values on pro-social and antisocial behaviours during 
the adolescence: the role of family and of the socio-cultural context, funded by the Italian 
Government (MIUR) 
Grant in PRIN 2005, Personal and socio-cultural determinants concerning moral behaviour during 
transition from adolescence to adulthood, funded by MIUR 
 
Scientific activity 
She was member of the research units for the projects funded by the University of Campania "L. 

Vanvitelli" già Second University of Naples (University Research) and Local Educational Office – 
Ministry of Education: 
- TYCHE-AVIR: Train Youngsters’ Capability to Halt and Eliminate Aggressive and Violent 
Relationships, University Strategic Plan 2021-2023; principal investigator: dott.ssa Anna Sorrentino. 
- International research project funded by the European Community (Erasmus+, Call 2019 Round 1 
KA2 - Cooperation for innovation and the exchange of good practices; KA201 - Strategic 
Partnerships for school education) - title “Gamified Career Guidance: Promoting Meaningful and 
Participative Career Construction and Vocational Development through a Gamified Digital Platform” 
(2018-1-DE01-KA203-004222); Principal Investigator: Prof. Francisco Luís Baptista de Sá Machado 

(Instituto Universitário da Maia – ISMAI, Porto, Portogallo); duration: 36 months. Principal 
Investogator of Italian Unit, prof. V.P. Senese. 
- National research project  V:ALERE 2019 (Bando D.R. n. 28 del 11/01/2019) - title “Disordered 
eating behaviors and behavioral and emotional problems in Italian adolescents with type 1 
diabetes: a nationwide population based study” (DiabEaT1); Principal Investigator: Prof. Alda 
Troncone; duration: 24 months.  
- L.A.B.E.L. (Laboratory on antisocial behaviour, bullying and culture of legality in school); year 
2013-2014, duration: 24 months. 
-Moral and/or conventional judgments: the relationship between judgments, antisocial behaviour 

and civic engagement in adolescence; S.S.D. Developmental and Education Psychology (M-PSI/04), 
year 2010, duration: 24 months; 
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-Moral and/or conventional judgments: relationship with antisocial behaviour in adolescence; S.S.D. 
Developmental and Education Psychology (M-PSI/04), year 2009, duration 24 months; 
- Comparison of values in adolescents and their parents: the moderating role of parenting style; 

S.S.D. Developmental and Education Psychology (M-PSI/04), year 2007, duration 24 months; 
- Comparison of moral judgments in adolescents and their parents; A.S.D: historical, philosophical, 
pedagogical and psychological sciences, year 2005, duration 24 months. 
 
She was principal investigator and responsible of Unit of Research of projects funded by the 
University of Campania "L. Vanvitelli" già Second University of Naples (University Research): 
- Minority Stress and Mental Health in Gay and Lesbian Youth: a Comparative Study between Italy, 
Spain and Portugal; S.S.D. Developmental and Education Psychology, year 2023, duration 12 
months. 
- Long-term effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on aggressive behavior. The moderating role of 

quality relationships; S.S.D. Developmental and Education Psychology, year 2022, duration 12 
months. 
- Long-term effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on anxiety/depression in a sample of young adults; 
S.S.D. Developmental and Education Psychology, year 2021, duration 12 months. 
- Effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on internalizing problems in adolescence; S.S.D. Developmental 
and Education Psychology, year 2021, duration 12 months. 
- Distance learning and teaching at the time of the Covid-19 epidemic: the role of self-regulation; 
S.S.D. Developmental and Education Psychology, year 2020, duration 12 months. 
- Effortful control, resiliency academic achievement in adolescence: a longitudinal study; S.S.D. 

Developmental and Education Psychology, year 2019, duration 12 months. 
- Teacher support, self-determonation and academich achievement in adolescence: a longitudinal 
study; S.S.D. Developmental and Education Psychology, year 2018, duration 12 months. 
- Self-determination, academic self-efficacy, and academic achivement in adolescence: a 
longitudinal study. S.S.D. Developmental and Education Psychology, year 2017, duration 12 
months. 
- Temperament, peer relationships and academic achievement in adolescence; S.S.D. 
Developmental and Education Psychology, year 2016, duration 12 months. 
- Parental monitoring, peer relationships, self regulation abilities and academic achievement in 

adolescence: a longitudinal study; S.S.D. Developmental and Education Psychology, year 2015, 
duration 12 months. 
- Predictors of academic achievement in adolescence: the role of parental involvement and self 
regulation abilities; S.S.D. Developmental and Education Psychology, year 2014, duration 12 
months. 
- Personal and environmental predictors of externalizing behaviour in adolescence: direct and 
interactive effects; S.S.D. Developmental and Education Psychology, year 2013, duration 12 
months. 
 
She is Scientific Coordinator of the Research Group of the Department of Psychology of the 

University of Campania "L. Vanvitelli": Developmental Processes and Child Ajustment since 2018 
She is member of the Research Group of the Department of Psychology of the University of 
Campania "L. Vanvitelli": Determinants of Health, Scientific coordinator Prof. Lorenza Magliano, 
since 2021 
 
She is author of various scientific contributions in national and international congress - as 
Psychological Italian Association (AIP), European Association for Research on Adolescence (EARA), 
International Society for Research on Aggression (ISRA), and International Congress on 
Interpersonal Acceptance and Rejection - on exposure to community violence, family relationships, 

peer relationships, moral reasoning and maladjustment in adolescence. 
 
Editorial activity 
Review Editor on the Editorial Board of Frontiers in Psychology section Educational Psychology. 
Review Editor on the Editorial Board of Frontiers in Edication section Educational Psychology. 
 
Teaching and institutional’ activities 
She is a member of the Doctoral College in Science of Mind - University "L. Vanvitelli" from the A.A. 
2022/2023 

From 2020/2021 to date, she is a professor of Applied Development Psychology and Laboratory - 
Department of Psychology, University “L. Vanvitelli” (84 hours [12 CFU]) 



2018 and 2019 maternity leaves 
From 2013/2014 to 2016/2017 she was Professor of Psychology of Typical and Atypical 
Development and Laboratory - Department of Psychology, University “L. Vanvitelli”( 56 hours [8 

CFU] of frontal teaching and 28 hours [4 CFU] of integrative teaching) 
In 2011/2012 and 2012/2013, she was Professor of Psychology of Typical and Atypical 
Development and laboratory - Dep. of Psychology, University “L. Vanvitelli” (56 hours [8 CFU] of 
frontal teaching and 15 hours [2 CFU] of integrative teaching) 
In 2009/2010 and 2010/2011 she was Professor of Laboratory of psychology of typical and atypical 
development - Dep. of Psychology, University “L. Vanvitelli”. 
 
Member of the Annual Review Commission of the CdS in Applied Psychology since March 18, 2022 
President of the Commission Website of the CdS in Applied Psychology since November 18, 2021 
Member of the QA (Quality Assurance) management team of the CdS in Applied Psychology since 

February 4, 2020 
Teaching tutor of the CdS in Applied Psychology since 2018/2019 
Member of the Commission for the entrance examination for the Master's Degree Courses in 
Psychology for A.Y. 2012-2013 and 2013-201 
Member and verbalizing secretary of the Teacher-Student Joint Commission from 2013/2014 to 
2016/2017. 
Verbal secretary of the CdS Councils in Applied Psychology in Institutional Contexts (discontinued 
course) 
Member and verbal secretary of the Annual Review Commission of the CdS in Applied Psychology in 

Institutional Contexts (discontinued course) 
Member of the QA (Quality Assurance) management team of the CdS in Applied Psychology in 
Institutional Contexts (discontinued course) 
 
Data analysis skills 
She has acquired several skills in the data analysis. She uses SPSS; LISREL and MPLUS to perform 
Confirmatory factor analysis, Structural equation model and Growth curves; SLEIPNER for cluster 
analysis; R (with module SIENA) for network analysis.  
She acquired these skills through self-education, during the Ph.D and through training courses in: 

- Models and methods of analysis for categorical variables; Summer school at University centre of 
Bertinoro, public institution of education and training, year 2006; 
- Analysis of Social Interaction; Methodological Workshop at Second University of Naples, public 
institution of education and training, year 2009; 
- Structural equation models – Advanced course; Summer school at University of Calabria, public  
institution of education and training, year 2009. 
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Concept in Outpatient Children and Adolescents with Overweight or Obesity. Childhood Obesity, 
13, 242-249. DOI: 10.1089/chi.2016.0139  
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