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SHORT PROFILE 
 
Mario Sorrentino (53) is Full Professor of Business Planning and New Venture Creation at the 
University of Campania Luigi Vanvitelli (Naples, Italy), formerly known as Second University 
of Naples. He has obtained his degree cum laude in Business and Economics from University 
Federico II of Naples in 1989.  
He has been (in 1993 for ten months; 1997; 2000; 2008) Visiting Scholar and Visiting 
Researcher at the Snider Center for Entrepreneurial Studies at the Department of Management of 
the Wharton School, Philadelphia (USA).  
He currently teaches Business planning and venture creation, and Management at the University 
of Campania Luigi Vanvitelli, where he serves as Director of Start up Lab, the Academic 
Laboratory for Entrepreneurship and Open Innovation of the University of Campania L. 
Vanvitelli.  
He has served (2011-2014) as delegate of the Rector of the Second University of Naples for Start 
ups, Patents and Technology Transfer and he has been the Director of the “Internal Section for 
Technology Transfer, Patents and Spin-offs” of the Second University of Naples, created in 
2011. 
He is a management consultant for manufacturing companies (pharmaceutical, automotive) in 
the innovation area as well as for start ups and academic spin-offs looking for funding. 
He is author of about 60 national and international publications (including Books, International 
Journals, Book chapters, Conferences). He has published in Journal of Business Venturing, 
Technology Analysis and Strategic Management and Journal of Management and Governance. 
He has published in Italian a book on science-based firms and technology transfer and another 
book on the Italian biotech industry. 
He has been Featured Speaker in the Strategic Management Society SMS Conference on “New 
Frontiers in Entrepreneurship”, held in Catania, Italy. He has been Co-Chair of one of the four 
“Extension Seminars” of the  SMS Annual Conference held in Rome, 2010. He has been Co-
organizer of the International Workshop on “Private Equity & Entrepreneurship”, held in 
Taormina, Italy in 2010. 
He has coordinated and participated in several research projects on new venture creation and 
technology transfer sponsored by National Research Council (CNR), the Ministry of Education 
and Scientific Research (MIUR), the National Agency for Local Development (Sviluppo Italia) 
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and Campania Region. For the last project on “Academic spin-offs in Campania region” he 
managed a budget of 250,000 € coordinating a research group of 16 people. 
He is the Scientific Responsible of the Open Innovation Award “I AM FCA - Innovation Award 
Millennials”, promoted by FCA (Fiat Chrysler Automobiles). 
His main research interests are in entrepreneurship and innovation, technology transfer 
processes, academic spin-offs, science-based firms, biotech start ups and pharmaceutical firms. 
 
 
SELECTED PUBBLICATIONS 
 
Matricano, D., Sorrentino, M. (2018). Gender Equalities in Entrepreneurship: How Close, Or 
Far, Have We Come in Italy?. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF BUSINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT, vol. 13, p. 75-87, ISSN: 1833-3850, doi: 10.5539/ijbm.v13n3p75 
 
Matricano D., Candelo E., Sorrentino M. (2017). CAN ACADEMIC SPIN-OFFS ATTRACT 
INDUSTRIAL AND FINANCIAL PARTNERS? THE PARADOX OF LEGITIMACY. In: 
EURAM 2017 CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS. vol. ISBN 2466-7498, p. 1-34, GLASGOW, 
21-24 June 2017. 
 
Sorrentino M., Castaldi L., Delli Paoli A. (2015), “Factors Explaining the Growth of Small 
Dedicated Biotechnology Firms: Evidence from Italy”, PROCEEDINGS - ACADEMY OF 
MANAGEMENT, Vancouver, 7-11, August 2015.   
 
Matricano D., Sorrentino M. (2015), “Implementation of an Innovation Network: A Case Study 
of Biotech Industry in Campania Region", in Sinergie Italian Journal of Management, n. 97, 
2015. 
 
Matricano D., Sorrentino M. (2014), “Ukrainian entrepreneurship in Italy: factors influencing 
the creation of ethnic ventures”, Journal of Innovation and Entrepreneurship, 3:10 DOI: 
10.1186/2192-5372-3-10 
 
Matricano D. Sorrentino M. (2012), The Break-out process: Evidences from the South of Italy, 
5TH ANNUAL EUROMED CONFERENCE – SWITZERLAND, volume 1, ISBN 978-9963-
711-07-9, Euromed Press  
 
Matricano D., Guadalupi L., Tutore V.A., Andreottola F., Sorrentino M. (2012), The Creation of 
Academic Spin-offs: Evidences from Italy, Essays in Management, Economics and Ethics, n. 27, 
Mc Graw-Hill, Milano, p. 1–35, ISBN 978-88-386-7373-3.  
 
Sorrentino M. (2012), “Entrepreneurial issues in competitive strategy research”, in G.B. Dagnino 
(ed.)., Handbook of Research on Competitive Strategy, Edwar Elgar Publishing, Cheltenham, 
UK, p. 325-345, ISBN 978-1-84720-044-0. 
 
Matricano D, Guadalupi L., Tutore V. A, Andreottola F., Sorrentino M. (2012). The Creation of 
Academic Spin-offs: Evidences from Italy. In: 4th ELAB INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 
OF ENTREPRENENRUSHIP - ENTREPRENEURSHIP FOR THE FUTURE - 15/16 Maggio 
2012 – Roma, Università TOR VERGATA. 
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Amico Roxas S., Piroli G., Sorrentino M. (2011), “Efficiency and evaluation analysis of a 
network of Technology Transfer brokers”, Technology Analysis & Strategic Management, Vol. 
23, No. 1, January, p. 7–24.  
 
Dagnino G., Faraci R., Sorrentino M. (2010), Mobitizing Capital for Fostering the Early Growth 
of Firms: The Role of Business Angels in Nascent European Entrepreneurship, in Audretsch, 
D.B.; Dagnino, G.B.; Faraci, R.; Hoskisson, R.E. (Eds.), New Frontiers in Entrepreneurship. 
Recognizing, Seizing, and Executing Opportunities, Springer, p. 109-124, ISBN: 978-1-4419-
0057-9. 
 
Sorrentino M. (with M. Mustilli) (2009), “The emergence and development of university spin-
off”, in Schillaci C.E., Romano M., Longo M.C. (Eds.), Hybrid organization forms and academic 
entrepreneurship, Giappichelli Editore, Torino, ISBN, 88-3480911-2. 
 
Sorrentino M. (2008) (with A. Esposito), “Improving the role of business angels in financing 
entrepreneurship: a positioning map for US angel groups”, Piccola Impresa / Small Business, n. 
2. 
 
Sorrentino M. (2007), Theory Building in Entrepreneurship Research: A Comprehensive 
Framework for New Ventures, Working Paper Series, Department of Management, Second 
University of Naples. 
 
Sorrentino M. (with aggioni e M. Williams) (1999), “Mixed consequences of government aid for 
new venture creation: evidence from Italy”, in Journal of Management and Governance, 3 (3), 
(The Netherlands). 
 
Sorrentino M., Williams M. (1995), “Relatedness and corporate venturing: does it really 
matter?”, in Journal of Business Venturing, vol. 10, n. 1, New York (NY), USA. 
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