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Nicola Busino (Ph.D.) is Associate Professor at Department of Letters and Cultural Heritage (diLBeC) at 
Campania University ‘L. Vanvitelli’, where he has already been Assistant Professor. 
Since 2013 he is part of Ph.D. Committee Architecture, industrial design and Cultural Heritage at Campania 
University ‘L. Vanvitelli’. 
He has been part of PRIN scientific teams in 2003, 2004, 2007. He has also University Funds (2016, 2017).  
Since academic year 2008-09 he gives classes of Christian Archaeology and Medieval Archaeology 
(Laboratory) inside of bachelor’s degree of Cultural Heritage and master’s degree of Archaeology and 
History of art at the Department diLBec. He also gives Christian Archaeology class at Graduate School in 
Archaeology which is organized by Campania University ‘L. Vanvitelli’ together with University of Suor 
Orsola Benincasa. 
He is member of Italian Medievalist Archaeologists’ Society (SAMI) and member of National Council for 
Christian and Medieval Archaeology (L-ANT/08 – Christian and Medieval Archaeology). 
After some experiences about archaeological researches in Roman contexts – i.e. Calatia, a Roman town 
along the ancient via Appia – he focused his attention to settlement dynamics between Late Antiquity and 
Early Middle Age, both in urban contexts both in rural ones. As the first, he took part to the urban 
excavations at titulus Marcelli, across Via Lata in Rome, under the direction of Silvana Episcopo: the St. 
Marcellus’ church is quoted for the first time in 418 A.D., when Pope Boniface Ist was ordained. Since the 
Vth century, the basilica was subjected to several transformations, until the present structure which was 
largely defined during the XVIth century. About extra-urban (rural) settlements, he did excavations at 
Callemara (Siena, Tuscany – director Franco Cambi), toward the ancient via Cassia which became part of 
Medieval via Francigena in that part of central Italy. Further experiences in Apennine areas went onwards 
with excavations at Montegiove (Buonalbergo, Campania) and Montella (Avellino, Campania): Marcello 
Rotili was the group leader of that archaeological missions. At Montegiove area, archaeological researches, 
field surveys, aerial photogrammetric data have revealed the main core of an Early medieval settlement, 
which consists of a residential area on the top of the hill, a church (single nave building) and some fortified 
walls for defending the whole settlement; after being increased during the Norman Era, the hilltop core was 
destroyed and abandoned in 1122. Furthermore, dr. Busino also did excavations at Calabrian castles at 
Amendolea (Reggio Calabria) and Maierato (Vibo Valentia): both missions were led by Marcello Rotili and 
they revealed some aspects of Early and Late Medieval settlements. 
Since 2002, Nicola Busino was the coordinator of numerous field activities, led in Late Antiquity, Early and 
Late Middle Age settlements. Between 2003 and 2004, on behalf of Soprintendenza ai Beni archeologici di 
Benevento, Salerno e Avellino, he led two archaeological excavations in Benevento (Campania): this 
suburban context was crossed by a Roman aqueduct (of whom excavations recognized few segments) 
entering the city from the North. The archaeological mission also discovered remains pre-Roman layers, 
testified by ‘impasto’ pottery, then a Roman villa (Republican Age) which was built in the suburbs, closer 
the aqueduct, and some Modern Age buildings’ foundations. Between 2002 and 2006 – within the project 
Montechiodo/Montegiove (team leader, Marcello Rotili) – dr. Busino run field surveys in the Miscano valley: 
he published the research results in the book La media valle del Miscano fra Tarda Antichità e Medioevo 
(Medium Miscano valley between Late Antiquity and Middle Age) in 2007 (Arte Tipografica). The volume 
examines for these areas the collapse of the Roman landscape – which consists of the villas network, 
infrastructures (i.e. extra-urbans roads and secondary ones) and Roman civitates – and the beginning of 
hilltops (villages, fortified centres et alia). 
Within archaeological researches led by Marcello Rotili at Ariano Irpino’s castle (Avellino), dr. Busino led 
archaeological excavations in 2008. The castle was an Early Medieval fortress: it was transformed across the 
Norman and Angevin period and now it presents itself after the restoration in the Aragonian period at the end 
of the XVth century. Archaeological excavations at the castle have been completed with field surveys in the 
high valleys of Cervaro and Ùfita rivers, between Irpinia and Puglia. The results of this extensive research 
are published in the volume Ricerche archeologiche nel castello di Ariano Irpino (1988-94 e 2008) 
(Archaeological researches in the castle of Ariano Irpino (1988-94 and 2008) together with Marcello Rotili. 
As team mate of the research conducted by Marcello Rotili in the castle of Circello (Benevento), a well-
known medieval fortress, enlarged by successive buildings during the Renaissance, he played the 2010’s 
excavations. 
On Behalf of Soprintendenza ai Beni archeologici di Benevento, Salerno e Avellino (from this moment on 
Soprintendenza) and by charge of diocese of Caserta, he was principal investigator of archaeological 



excavations at the church of St. Peter of Aldifreda (Caserta, Campania). The research has been edited in 
Archeologia medievale (2004, class A review). The archaeological mission showed the XIIth century church 
below the early XVIIIth century one: the main body of the church is a single nave, with apse and presbytery 
raised above the floor of the rest of the building. Until the radical transformation at the beginning of XVIIIth 
century, the described plant was subjected to numerous modifications that did not alter its structural 
configuration. Proof of the remodelling of the Medieval church is the progressive raising of the floor of the 
nave, as well as the gradual rebuilding of walls decoration, which is partly still preserved: it is a wide 
evidence of paintings tradition inside ‘Terra di Lavoro’ between the end of the Middle Ages and the 
beginning of Modern Age. 
Within the same Soprintendenza, in 2013 dr. Busino started archaeological excavation at Monte Santa Croce 
monastery, an Early Medieval settlement which was quoted for the first time at the end of the X century AD 
then it was abandoned at the first half of XVI century. The excavations have now focused on the Medieval 
church (XIIth century), a plant with three apses, a crypt beneath the presbytery and a single nave: that 
building replaced a more ancient oratorium, which was erected in the Early Middle Ages. Archaeological 
mission also identified some rooms on the Southern side of the church, probably remains of the Medieval 
coenobium. Excavations data also regarded material culture questions: discovered pottery – above all, table 
ceramics – describes some usages within the monastery during the Late Middle Ages: that is very important, 
because for this chronological amount we do not have any information by written sources.  
Since 2017 he has the scientific responsibility of the projects Urbs Sicopolis, Casertavecchia and 
Archaeological Map of the territory of Caggiano (Salerno). The first project is based on systematic 
explorations at Sicopoli, an Early Medieval settlement (Bellona Municipality, Caserta). The built-up area 
was founded by the Lombards of Capua and then destroyed from a fire in 856 (according to the sources). The 
mission Casertavecchia (Caserta) is focused on archaeological research at the castle, which was probably 
founded by local Lombard aristocracy. The last project is field survey in the territory of Caggiano (Salerno), 
a town located at the beginning of the Vallo di Diano: this area, focused on Roman centre of Volcei (current 
Buccino), is characterized by complex population dynamics ranging from the Neolithic (cave of the Zachito), 
to the Roman Age, to the forms of re-occupying the soil in the post-classical Ages. 
More recently, dr. Busino dealt with Capua vetus in the Late Antiquity, when the centre became the seat of 
the governor of Campania in the context of the reform desired by Diocletian: the city was renovated by an 
intense construction activity, connected to the arrival of the new management cadres. Another research 
theme concerning Capua is the Christianization of the city, concerning the Christian building, with issues 
related to the episcopal complex of the Constantinian age (not identified), and suburban cemeteries, reported 
to the East and West of the Late Antique centre. 
Another area of research is the Christianization of the so-called small towns of Northern Campania (indeed, 
large-scale urban centres in Late antiquity), such as Teano (ancient Teanum Sidicinum), Calvi Risorta (near 
Cales) and Sessa Aurunca (Suessa). About that, we have rare news from written sources, epigraphic and 
archaeological ones, with some exceptions. Anyway, we can distinguish the presence of a rich Christian 
aristocracy, together with new ecclesiastical authorities for the Vth century. Since 2015 dr. Busino has also 
dealt with issues related to Christian iconography, starting research on sarcophagi and early-Christian funeral 
reliefs of the Campania area. 
For the early Middle Ages, Busino studied the new Capua on the Volturno river, founded by the Lombard 
élites in the mid-IXth century: the space of the early medieval city, its institutional headquarters, the buildings 
of worship represent a very promising and almost unexplored field of research. 
 
He has almost fifty publications to his credit, some of which are about to be released.  
 

Nicola Busino 
Dipartimento di Lettere e Beni Culturali (DiLBeC)  

Università della Campania Luigi Vanvitelli 
Via Raffaele Perla 

81055 Santa Maria Capua Vetere (Caserta) 
 
 


