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Maria Gelvi was born in Caserta, Italy, in June 
1987.

In 2000 she began her photographic research 
and experimentation work that led her to 
embrace the field of art and architecture. In 
November 2005 he enrolled at the “Luigi 
Vanvitelli” Faculty of Architecture in Aversa, 
obtaining his degree in December 2011 
through an experimental thesis entitled 
“Elementary and Complex Architecture - 
Complex and Elementary Architecture”, a 
theoretical and design research work that will 
become the his first autograph publication in 
September 2014 with the Altralinea publishing 
house, Florence.


In March 2012 she won the PhD competition 
(XXVII cycle) at the Department of Architecture 
and Industrial Design of the S.U.N. and she 
began the training path that led her to become 
a Doctor of Urban Architectural Design and 
Restoration of Architecture in January 2015, 
with a thesis entitled "Elementary dictionary of 
complex architecture. An alphabetical set for 
those who work in contemporary landscapes 
"in which it is possible to investigate 
processes underlying the architectural project 
through the use of elementary and usual tools. 
The research work shows the possibility of re-
reading a language that feeds on diversified 
operations in which the compositional 
dynamics converge in the determination of a 
concrete construction, supported by means 
and experiences that come from below, 
through an instrument of mediation and 
connection between the work of architecture 
and mere construction. Since 2011 she has 
been the editor of DROMOS, the international 
periodical book of architecture published in 
Italy by Melangolo, Genoa, actively assisting 
in the development of the magazine; she also 
periodically writes in national and international 
sector magazines, such as Abitare, Domus, 
Platform, Compasses.


In June 2017 she was invited as a speaker to 
the international seminar "Humanizing the 
city" held at the Ultzama Campus in 
Pamplona.

The event organized by Francisco Mangado 
aimed at the direct debate between guests of 
several realities and countries, on the theme 
of future living. 


She participates in several international design 
competitions receiving substantial prizes and 
awards, such as the "respect de 
l'environnement" prize in the international 
architectural and urban design competition 
(Paris) of 2009, collected at the Grand Arch de 
la Dèfance; participation in the International 
Exhibition at the AIA Gallery in Seattle with the 
redevelopment project for the Seattle floating 
bridge in 2012; the participation by invitation 
to the international design workshop "Cluster 
pavilions" in October 2012 held in Milan at the 
Politecnico headquarters and the selection of 
the Biomediterranean project for the 
construction of a Cluster for the 2015 Milan 
Expo ; participation in the 2018 Venice 
Architecture Biennale for the project for 
setting up the Montenegro Pavilion, a finalist 
result among the participants in the 
international competition. 


During his period of growth and training, he 
never abandoned his passion for photography, 
which he uses as a tool of knowledge, 
capable of expressing the desire to search in 
real forms, the possibility of a second 
rereading. Her photographic works are also 
exhibited at internationally renowned 
exhibitions and cultural events, published in 
international sector magazines.




In 2012 she passed the competition for 
professional qualification and was registered 
with the Order of Architects of the Province of 
Caserta with which she was invited to 
participate personally in cultural events of 
reflection on the soul and the dynamics of the 
project in architecture. Always in the same 
year he collaborated for the realization of an 
extemporaneous workshop at the University 
of Campania Vanvitelli with the architect 
Carlos Campos, on the spontaneous methods 
related to the design of the unaware design, 
with a temporary installation at the cloister of 
the Department of “Luigi Vanvitelli” 
architecture. 


Since 2012 he has actively participated in the 
teaching of some courses in planning and 
design of the University of Campania, 
obtaining great satisfaction in research 
products. Respectively for A.A. 2015/2016 
and 2016/2017 contractually teaches “retailing 
interiors laboratory” (18CFU; SSD ICAR / 14) 
at the Department of Architecture and 
industrial design Luigi Vanvitelli, degree in 
design for fashion.

She has been collaborating since November 
2012 with the national institute of 
bioarchitecture INBAR section of Naples, 
participating in the realization of the 
redevelopment project for the Viviani park with 
a large research group of architects, engineers 
and agronomists. Subsequently, instead, he 
works individually on the realization of a 
project for the construction of a new mobility 
system for the steps of Chiaia Cardinale 
D'Andrea, a project after several years finally 
being approved by the city council.

Since 2009 she has participated as tutor in 
national and international design courses and 
workhosp. In 2016 he edited the volume 
"Massullo 2.0" published by 
ArchitetturaOpenSource and in 2018 she 
edited the volume "Floating House" also 
published for the same publishing house.


In September 2017 he published his second 
monographic essay "Elementary Dictionary of 
Complex Architecture. An alphabetical set for 
those who work in contemporary landscapes 
”published by Altralinea Edizioni, Florence, a 


work that has generated numerous consents 
both nationally and internationally.

In 2018 she curates and plans with Simona 
Ottieri the preparation of the exhibition 
"DANTE" at the Royal palace of Caserta and 
always in the same year he participates in the 
realization (as designer and scientific group) in 
the realization of the "Annals of Architecture 
and the city of Naples 2018 edition”.


In addition, in October 2018, with unanimous 
judgment, he obtained the National Scientific 
Qualification Title for 2nd Level Professors for 
the "Architectural Design" Scientific Sector 
08D1. Since December 2019 she has been 
assistant professor at the Department of 
Architecture and Industrial Design of the 
University of Campania "Luigi Vanvitelli".


